
Protection Dog Buyer’s Checklist

How to Evaluate a Family Protection Dog Before You Make a Costly Mistake

A trained protection dog can become one of the strongest security decisions your family ever 
makes. The right dog can live calmly in your home, travel with your family, obey under pressure, 
and respond if violence comes to your door. The wrong dog can create stress, confusion, liability, 
and danger inside the very home you are trying to protect. Use this checklist before you compare 
dogs, trainers, videos, or prices. A protection dog is not just a purchase. It is a security decision.

1. Family Safety

Question: 
Can this dog live safely around the people it is supposed to protect?

What to Look For:

• The dog should be stable around children, guests, normal household movement, and 
family routines.

• The trainer should be able to explain how the dog has been selected, raised, trained, and 
tested for family life.

Warning Sign:

• The dog looks impressive in bite work but seems unstable, reactive, nervous, or unclear 
in normal situations.

Fortress K9 Standard: 
Fortress K9 dogs are bred, raised, and trained with family stability as the foundation. If a dog is 
not safe around your children, it is not a protection dog.

2. Safety With Other Animals

Question: 
Can this dog live responsibly around other animals in your home?

What to Look For:

• The dog should have the temperament and training foundation needed to live around 
other dogs, cats, or household pets when properly introduced and managed.

• The trainer should be honest about the dog’s fit for your specific household.
Warning Sign:

• The seller gives a blanket promise that the dog is safe with every animal in every 
situation.



Fortress K9 Standard: 
Fortress K9 dogs are raised around children and other pets from the beginning. Proper fit, 
structure, and Family Integration Training still matter, but family life is not an afterthought in our 
process.

3. Real-World Protection Ability

Question: 
Is this dog trained for real attack scenarios or only controlled demonstrations?

What to Look For:

• The dog should be trained for situations families may actually face, including attack on 
handler, vehicle attack, and home invasion scenarios.

• The dog should be able to work under pressure, not just perform a predictable routine.
Warning Sign:

• The only proof offered is a bite video with a dog chasing equipment in a controlled 
setting.

Fortress K9 Standard: 
Fortress K9 Family Protection Dogs are trained for real-world protection scenarios. The goal is 
not a good-looking video. The goal is a dog that can respond when the threat does not follow the 
routine.

4. Control, Obedience, and Daily Life

Question: 
Can this dog live with your family every day, not just perform protection work?

What to Look For:

• The dog should have strong obedience, clear communication, and the ability to settle 
when life is normal.

• The dog should be manageable in the home, around vehicles, during travel, and in daily 
routines.

Warning Sign:

• The trainer focuses almost entirely on bite work and says little about obedience, structure, 
or daily handling.

Fortress K9 Standard: 
Ninety-nine percent of life with your dog will not be protection work. Fortress K9 trains dogs to 
live with the family first, then protect when required. Family Integration Training helps your 
family understand how to handle, manage, and maintain that dog in real life.



5. The Switch

Question: 
Does the dog understand when protection is needed and when it is not?

What to Look For:

• The dog should be calm in normal life, controlled when pressure rises, and capable when 
a real threat appears.

• The dog should be able to come off the threat and return to obedience when the threat is 
over.

Warning Sign:

• The dog seems constantly intense, easily triggered, or unable to settle after stimulation.
Fortress K9 Standard: 
Fortress K9 trains for The Switch. The dog does not bite out of fear, frustration, or emotional 
chaos. The dog protects when needed and returns to stability when the threat is over.

6. Training Philosophy

Question: 
Is the dog trained for sport performance or real-world family protection?

What to Look For:

• The trainer should clearly explain the difference between a dog trained to play a bite 
game and a dog trained to fight a real threat.

• The dog should be trained to recognize aggression, counter pressure, and protect the 
handler or family.

Warning Sign:

• The trainer claims the dog is protection-trained simply because it bites on command or 
performs well in sport-style routines.

Fortress K9 Standard: 
Sport dogs are often trained through prey drive: the desire to chase, play, bite, and win the game. 
Fortress K9 dogs are trained from a real-world protection philosophy. The dog must recognize 
aggression, respond to threats, and think under pressure.

A sport dog and a real protection dog can both bite well, the same way a competition shooter and 
a special operations soldier can both shoot well. The mission is different.

7. Ability to Counter a Real Threat

Question: 
What happens if the attacker fights back?



What to Look For:

• The dog should be trained for pressure beyond a simple bite-and-hold routine.
• The dog should be able to deal with strikes, weapons, movement, trapping pressure, and 

changing threat behavior.
Warning Sign:

• The trainer assumes the fight ends the moment the dog bites.
Fortress K9 Standard: 
A real attacker may strike the dog, present a weapon, try to trap the dog, move around a vehicle, 
force entry into a home, or continue fighting. Fortress K9 dogs are trained to counter threats, not 
simply bite and wait.

8. Trainer Credibility

Question: 
Does the trainer have a complete system, or are they only selling a dog?

What to Look For:

• The trainer should be able to explain breeding, selection, obedience, protection training, 
family stability, handler education, and follow-up support.

• The company should understand the responsibility of placing a powerful working dog 
into a family home.

Warning Sign:

• The seller talks mostly about price, breed, size, or bite strength but cannot clearly explain 
the full family protection system.

Fortress K9 Standard: 
Fortress K9 breeds, raises, trains, places, and supports family protection dogs. The goal is not 
just to sell a powerful dog. The goal is to place the right dog into the right family with the right 
training and support.

9. Family Integration

Question: 
Will your family be trained to live with and manage the dog?

What to Look For:

• The trainer should teach your family how to handle the dog, maintain obedience, manage 
routines, and understand the dog’s role in your home.

• Integration should include daily life, not just protection commands.
Warning Sign:

• The company delivers the dog with little instruction and expects your family to figure it 
out.



Fortress K9 Standard: 
Every trained Fortress K9 Protection Dog includes Family Integration Training. This process 
helps your family learn how to live with, manage, and maintain the dog in a way that fits your 
lifestyle.

10. Buyer Responsibility

Question: 
Are you prepared for the responsibility of owning a trained protection dog?

What to Look For:

• Your family should be willing to maintain structure, obedience, consistency, and clear 
leadership.

• You should understand that a protection dog is both a family companion and a serious 
security asset.

Warning Sign:

• You want intimidation without responsibility, protection without structure, or a powerful 
dog that requires no management.

Fortress K9 Standard: 
Fortress K9 Protection Dogs are not for everyone. The right client understands that protection is 
a responsibility. The dog must be respected, handled properly, and integrated into the family with 
seriousness and consistency.

11. Timeline and Payment Planning

Question: 
Does the dog’s timeline match your family’s need and financial plan?

What to Look For:

• If you need a dog soon and are financially prepared, ask about dogs that may be ready on 
a shorter timeline.

• If you need more time, ask whether the company can match the dog’s training timeline to 
your payment schedule.

Warning Sign:

• You feel pressured to rush into the wrong dog because of timing or price.
Fortress K9 Standard: 
Some Fortress K9 dogs may be ready sooner for families who need a dog now and have the 
financial means to move quickly. For families who need more time, we can select a dog that will 
be ready within the timeframe you choose and spread payments across the training period, up to 
two years if needed.



The goal is not the fastest decision. The goal is the right dog, the right family, and the right 
timeline.

Final Buyer Check
Before you move forward, answer these questions honestly:

• Do I want a true family protection dog, not just an intimidating dog?
• Do I understand that safety in the home comes first?
• Do I understand the difference between sport bite work and real-world protection?
• Am I prepared for the investment?
• Am I prepared for the responsibility?
• Does my family need a dog now, or do we need a longer planning timeline?
• Do I want a dog that can live calmly with my family and respond if violence becomes 

real?
If the answer is yes, a Fortress K9 Protection Dog may be the right decision.

If the answer is not yet, that is worth knowing now.

It is better to wait, plan, and choose correctly than to bring the wrong dog into your home.

Choose the Right Next Step
If you are ready to discuss a trained Fortress K9 Protection Dog: 
Schedule a Consultation.

If you want a complete family security plan before choosing a dog: 
Start with the Family Protection Plan.

If you want to understand the Fortress K9 training philosophy first: 
Read Beyond the Bite.

A protection dog is too serious to choose based on emotion, price, or a video.

Choose the dog, the trainer, and the path that can actually protect your family.

Contact us today by texting 813-836-9244 or by visiting 
fortressk9.com and clicking on Schedule a Consultation or any of 
the other steps that are right for you.

http://fortressk9.com

